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ACTION EA-13 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ADP-00 NSC-10 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 PM-03 DODE-OO AID-10 L-02 PRS-01 DPW-01 

OMB-01 EUR- 10 RSR-01 /078 W 

030905 

R 081115 Z JUN 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2896 
INFO USDEL JEC PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 10260 

LIMDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI VS 

SUBJ: DAILY MR 3 SITREP 6 JUNE 73 

FOL TEL SENT ACTION IMMEDIATE SAIGON INFO USDAO SAIGON 
USSAG NKP THAI FROM BIEN HOA JUNE 6 BEING REPEATED FOR 
YOUR INFO. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL BIEN HOA 0170 
LIMDIS 

E. 0.11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PINT MILI VS 

SUBJ: DAILY MR 3 SITREP - 6 JUNE 1973 

1. THERE WERE A TOTAL OF 24 INCIDENTS REPORTED IN MR 3 IN 24 
HOURS ENDING 0800 JUNE 6, CONSISTING OF 8 ATTACKS BY FIRE, 4 OF 
THEM OF 20 ROUNDS OR MORE, 9 SMALL UNIT LEVEL GROUND ATTACKS, 

6 MINE/ BOOBY TRAP INCIDENTS AND ONE AIR- GROUND INCIDENT. 
CASUALTIES FOR THE DAY WERE 1 RVNAF KILLED, 40 WOUNDED AND 3 
MISSING. COMMUNIST LOSSES WERE 2 KNOWN KILLED AND 1 CAPTURED. 
MOST OF THE ACTIVITY WAS CENTERED IN SOUTHERN BINH LONG PROVINCE 
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AROUND CHON THANH DISTRICT SEAT AND IN LAI KHE DISTRICT OF 
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NORTHERN BINH DUONG PROVINCE WHERE ELEMENTS OF 2 COMMUNIST 
DIVISIONS ARE REPORTEDLY DEPLOYED. LTL 1 A HAS BEEN INTERDICTED 
SOUTH OF PHU GIAOL. CIVILIAN TRAFFIC IS PERMITTED TO PASS. 

GROUND ACTIONS WERE HOWEVER ON THE PLATOON OR SQUAD LEVEL, WERE 
BRIEF AND CAUSED NO SIGNIFICANT CASUALTIES. MOST OF THE RVNAF 
WOUNDED WERE VICTIMS OF MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS. AN ARVN HELI- 
COPTER RECEIVED SMALL ARMS FIRE 10 KILOMETERS NORTH OF LAI KHE. 
THERE WERE NO HITS. VN NAVY UNITS OPERATING ON THE VAM CO DONG 
RIVER NORTHWEST OF DUC HUE DISTRICT SEAT CAME UNDER HOSTILE 
INDIRECT FIRE FOLLOWED BY A GROUND ATTA K IN WHICH 1 VNN WAS 
KILLED AND 9 WOUNDED, AND 4 ASSAULT BOATS WERE 20 PERCENT 
DESTROYED. TONLE CHAM RANGER CAMP RECEIVED RECORD LOW 29 
ROUNDS OF MIXED MORTAR FIRE DURING THE DAY, CAUSING NO CASUAL- 
TIES. 

2. IN HAU NGHIA PROVINCE REGIONAL FORCES RECEIVED A RALLIER, 

NGUYEN VAN NGHINH, A SOUTHERNER AND A MEMBER OF COSVN 
TRAINING AND PROPAGANDA SECTION. HE IS UNDERGOING DEBRIEFING 
AT MR 3 INTERROGATION CENTER. HE IS THE ELEVENTH RALLIER 

TO THE GVN SIDE IN MR 3 IN THE LAST 72 HOURS. SEVERAL OF 
THEM HAVE INDICATED THEY WERE UNWILLING TO RISK BEING KILLED 
IN ANY ELEVENTH HOUR VIET CONG MILITARY ACTIONS PRIOR TO 
AGREEMENT ON A QTE FINAL UNQTE CEASEFIRE. 

3. ICCS INDODEL V CHIEF TOLD CONSUL EVENING JUNE 5 THAT INDONE- 
SIANS AND CANADIANS FROM CU CHI TEAM HAD MADE QUICK INSPECTION 
VISIT JUNE 4 TO SITE OF HELICOPTER CRASH NEAR NUI BA DEN, 

AND FOUND EVIDENCE OF 37 MM ANTI- AIRCRAFT WEAPON AS WELL AS 
STRELLA A-7 HEAT- SEEKING MISSILE WHICH IS THOUGHT TO HAVE 
BROUGHT HELICOPTER DOWN. ( OUR TAY NINH RRO REPORTS HELICOPTER 
WAS RESUPPLYING RF BASE ATOP NUI BA DEN AT THE TIME). INDODEL 
SAID REGULAR INVESTIGATION WOULD TAKE PLACE JUNE 7. 

4. ASKED WHETHER THEY THOUGHT MALAYSIA WOULD REPLACE CANADA 
ON ICCS, ICCS V INDODELS TOLD CONGEN THEY HOPED SO. INDONESIANS 
AND MALAYSIANS HAVE SAME ETHNIC ORIGIN, AND NOW THEIR 
RELATIONS ARE EXCELLENT AND MALAYSIAN MILITARY OFFICERS REGULARLY 
ATTEND INDONESIAN COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE. THEY 
AGREED THAT THEIR LANGUAGES ARE SIMILAR ENOUGH THAT THEY COULD 
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PLOT TOGETHER AGAINST POLGARIANS. ONLY PROBLEM INDODELS SAW 
IS THAT MALAYSIA' S ARMY IS SMALL, ABOUT ONE DIVISION EQUIVALENT, 


WHICH WOULD MAKE IT DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO SPARE 290 TO FILL 
ICCS SLOTTS. 

5. LONG AN PROVINCE CHIEF COL. LEVAN NAM, IN JUNE 5 CONVERSA- 
TION WITH CONSUL, WAS GLOOMY NOT ONLY ABOUT PRESENT 
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QTE CEASE- FIRE UNQTE IN SVN AND PROSPECTS FOR KISSINGER- THO 
TALKS, BUT WHOLE HISTORY OF DEALING WITH COMMUNISTS IN THIS 
AREA SINCE 1954. COMMUNISTS SIMPLY IGNORE PROVISIONS OF ANY 
AGREEMENT THEY DON' T LIKE, AND WHEN GVN RESPECTS AGREEMENT - 
FOR EXAMPLE BY NOT LAUNCHING QTE SPOILING OPERATIONS UNQTE - 
IT ALSO WORKS TO COMMUNISTS’ ADVANTAGE. AMERICAN REACTION 
TO COMMUNIST VIOLATIONS IS TO REQUEST FRESH NEGOTIATIONS WHICH 
SIMPLY LEAD TO ANOTHER AGREEMENT THAT COMMUNISTS DISREGARD 
WHEN IT SUITS THEM. SINCE LATE JANUARY, SAID NAM, COMMUNIST 
MILITARY STRENGTH HAD REACHED DANGER POINT IN MR 3; WHILE GVN 
AND USG HAS SOUGHT PEACE, COMMUNISTS HAD PREPARED FOR WAR, 

AT TIME AND PLACE OF THEIR CHOOSING. HE WAS PESSIMISTIC ABOUT 
POSSIBILITY OF AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNISTS ON TERRITORIAL CONTROL 
AND FREE MOVEMENT OF POPULATION, AND HE RIDICULED THE PERFOR- 
MANCE AND POSSIBILITIES OF THE ICCS SO LONG AS IT INCLUDES 
POLGARIANS. 

6. BEN LUC DISTRICT CHIEF AND HIS DEPUTY WERE CONCERNED THAT 
EFFECTS OF WATERGATE SCANDAL MAY HAVE SO WEAKENED PRESIDENT 
NIXON THAT KISSINGER WILL BE UNABLE TO MAKE CREDIBLE THREAT 
OF FORCE, WHICH IS ONLY WAY TO DISSUADE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS 
FROM FURTHER AGRESSION. 

7. WE HAVE LATE REPORT FROM BIEN HOA PROVINCE CHIEF THAT 
MORNING SAIGON - XUAN LOC TRAIN WAS BLOWN AT 0755 THIS MORNING 
NEAR TRANG BOM VILLAGE, DUC TU DISTRICT, BIEN HOA PROVINCE. 

THIS WAS TRAIN WHICH OPENS ROAD EVERY MORNING; IT CARRIED 

NO PASSENGERS AND ONLY SMALL COMPLEMENT OF RF, SIX OF WHOM 
WERE WOUNDED. THIS IS SECOND TIME IN 10 DAYS THAT THIS TRAIN 
HAS BEEN BLOWN. 

WALKINSHA 

UNQUOTE 
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